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SUBJECT: REPORT TO THE NATO MINISTERS ON SITUATION IN THE 
MEDITERRANEAN (MED REPORT) 

REF: USNATO 03043 


YOU MAY ACCEPT THE TEXT OF CM(74)18 (REVISED), REPORT OF 
THE SITUATION IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, SUBJECT TO THE 
DELETION IN THE LAST SENTENCE OF PARA 8 OF REFTEL OF THE 
FOLLOWING: "COMPROMISING THE PARTIES WHICH ARE PREPARED 
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NEGOTIATIONS." THIS REQUEST FOR DELETION REITERATES OUR 
COMMENT ON THE IS UPDATE MATERIAL (PARA 6 (B) OF STATE 
1 10808). IN OUR VIEW THE PHRASE CONCERNED GIVES THE 
ERRONEOUS IMPRESSION THAT AN ATTEMPT WAS BEING MADE 
SPECIFICALLY TO FORM AN ISRAELI CABINET ORIENTED TOWARD 
CONCESSIONS. IN FACT.THE ATTEMPT WAS TO FORM A GOVERN- 
MENT WHICH COULD SURVIVE THE INITIAL VOTE OF APPROVAL IN 
PARLIAMENT. MOREOVER, RABIN'S ATTEMPT TO PERSUADE THE 
NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY, WHICH IS FAR FROM INCLINED 
TOWARD CONCESSIONS, TO ENTER THE GOVERNMENT FAILED NOT OVER 
THE ISSUE OF CONCESSIONS TO THE ARABS BUT OVER A 
RELIGIOUS ISSUE. KISSINGER 
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